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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5








SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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question is how do you prepare your bible lesson for the next bible class when your bible is lying on or under the pew where you sat? Don’t say “I have another bible at home because the class material was lying there with it. 


     An alternate title for this article may be, “What if God had a cell phone?” Would His words be more meaningful or important to us? I sure hope not, that’s what faith is all about.


     Parents, how could this be? After all you are the first and last line of defense and God has placed the knowledge of Him to your children upon you. (Deut. 11:18-20) When did you last ask, “Have you done your bible lesson, let me see it? Or better yet sit down and study together so you know what they know?


     In an article in “Bible Matters”, 


9-25-07 Mike Johnson wrote, 


“People use the bible in many different ways. Sadly, some only use it as a place to record marriages, births, deaths and the like. However the bible is the word of God and should be looked upon with much respect and used for the purpose which God intended. It is important to note that the bible is able to “save our souls” (Js. 1:21), is able to be our guide (Ps. 119:105), must be obeyed 


(Heb. 5:8-9) will judge us(Jn.12:48). How do you regard the bible? Do you live by it? Do you learn from it? It is important to regard God’s word in the right way (young and old alike) and use it for its intended purpose”. 


     The next time you leave home or the building, ask yourself, where is my Bible?       


			JP


(Reprinted by request)


			











     Joining is part of our way of life. Being a part of the “right” group is almost tantamount to success to most of us.  As soon as we are old enough, we get into some sort of group—Little Girls Softball, etc.  There’s a reason for it.  We are social creatures and we need the support of others.  Since there is potential acceptance in almost every sort of club or group, we see fit to join something so that our estimation of self stays intact.  When we find that we are not accepted, we tend to want to find another place or another club right away.


     In that same regard, we learn very early how to generalize.  It’s rather easy, actually.  What you do is take an average of all the people involved in a thing and compare yourself with that total to see whether or not you measure up.  In such measurements, there is the tendency to be a bit loose with the information so that in the end, it makes you look good.  Generalizing, which reduces things to a general form, ends up making things rather indefinite, imprecise, even sometimes hard to recognize.  Now, generalization serves a useful purpose (it is basic to inductive reasoning), but it needs to be watched because sometimes it doesn’t work for our best interests.  


     I want to cite a few warnings about generalization. In 2 Corinthians 10:12, Paul wrote, “For we dare not make ourselves of the number, or compare ourselves with some that commend themselves; but they, measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves among themselves, are not wise.”  This is one form of generalizing.  It’s that averaging I described earlier.  We simply calculate an average and compare ourselves with it to determine our faithfulness.  It cannot 








group can act only as its members act.  Furthermore, your obligations cannot be met by proxy or hiring someone else to do what you are naturally endowed to do. You have to do it yourself.


     Ritualism is sometimes the result of generalization.  We have the idea that since we are going through all the right forms, we are worshipping. Now, it is very important that we do the things God wants done in worship, and in the way He has assigned (see Matthew 7:21-23).  But just the doing of them does not necessarily mean we have pleased God.  Worship must come from the heart; it must be the reaction of an adoring heart toward the Creator.  “God is a Spirit; and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth (John 4:24).  Just being involved in worship—even the right kind of worship—is not enough.  It must come from the heart as well.


     Generalization gives us a way of measuring things, but we must be careful how we use it.  It can be used for an easy way out.


____________________________


Things Enough





That man can thank his lucky stars


Whose things to keep are few,


To which the rain and moth and rust


Find little harm to do.





A faith to make his handshake warm


And simple things most wise


A wife to make each morning fine


With morning-glory eyes





A love to make him foot the road


That others motor on,


A garden small and kind enough


To let him watch the dawn.





Pity for the hungry ones,


The ragged and ill-shod


A tree that’s tall and straight enough


To make him thing of God.


	-Robert p. Tristram Coffin





					





Generalization


By Dee Bowman








be done.  No man is precisely like any other man.  We have different talents and abilities and our obligations vary accordingly.  Every man is responsible for measuring himself by the word of God, not by other men.  We run against what is par for us, not against the average.  Besides, nobody is actually “average” anyhow.


     There is also the tendency among Christians to think that since they are a part of an active, interested, working congregation, they are themselves active, interested, working.  At least they hope everybody else will think so.  This is based on an institutional concept of the local church.  The church is not exactly like the ark, even though there may be some areas where a comparison between the two is justified.  The church is saved people and people cannot just attach themselves to it, thinking they will go to heaven on account of that affiliation.  Paul said, in 1 Corinthians 12:27, “Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular.”  It’s important to be a part of that body of Christ, but we need to remember that we are “members in particular.”


     Generalization is sometimes used in regard to talent and ability as a reason of dismissing obligation.  We want to blend into the whole, get lost in the crowd, just be a part of the group, thereby losing our individual identity.  After all, isn’t that what religion is all about, being a part of a group?  No, it isn’t.  Religion is a personal relationship between a man and God. This fact is clear in Galatians 6:4-5, where we are told, “But let every man prove his own work, and then shall he have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in another.  For every man shall bear his own burden.”  Talent is a personal thing, something that belongs peculiarly to you.  Your use of it is just as personal.  You cannot transfer talent, or make it part of the group, for the 


 





 Where’s your Bible?





Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the wicked, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of scoffers:  But his delight is in the law of Jehovah; and on his law doth he meditate day and night.  (Ps 1:1-2)





A friend of mine sent me an article, the other day that raised the question, “what would happen if we treated our bible like we treat our cell phone”? It offered several “What if’s” that should give us cause to ponder and I ask you to consider them.


What if we carried it every where we go?


What if we flipped through it several times a day?


What if we turned back to get it if we forgot it?


What if we used it to receive messages from the text?


What if we treated it like we couldn’t live without it?


What if we gave it to our kids as gifts?


What if we used it when we travel?


What if we used it in case of emergency?


And I have one to add only in reverse, What if we left it (our cell phone) at the building the way we leave our bible?


How long would we go without returning to retrieve it? 


     These questions are relevant because they express a growing trend to show greater priority to worldly things than to the word of God. A couple weeks ago when I was cleaning the building I found no less than nineteen (19) bibles lying on the pews and all of them had names proudly scrolled in them. I am sad to say that fifteen (15) of them were on the right front pews where our young people sit fiddling with their cell phones. I won’t call names, but you know who you are. The obvious 			Cont on Page 3 








FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Bro. Wes Guyton’s, mother. Sis. Pam Gay’s          


father.  Bro. Rick Hulsey.  Bro. Dennis 


Nash, is back at home.  Sis. Nancy Woods, 


fell on Monday while making arrangements


for her mother, suffering two cuts to her 


 head. Her mother is now in Cumming 


Nursing Home. Sis. Joyce Green, at the loss


of her mother.  Bro. George and Sis. Wanda 


 Statham, she was taken back to the hospital


Check the board in the back for others 


that I missed. The many that are traveling


this week. Our expectant mothers, Anna


Tramell and Alex Bowman.


___________________________________________


Group “C” meeting after PM Service 


___________________________________


Upcoming Dates to Remember





VBS ………………………….June 14-18


Youth Forum ………………...July 9-11


_________________________________


The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Cecil Douthitt


Song Leader----Dion Clark


Lord's Supper---Ken Gay


   Asst. 1-----Michael Burke


   Asst. 2-----Matt Jones


   Asst. 3-----Jordan Huff


   Asst. 4-----Clay Bowman


   Asst. 5-----Preston Jackson


2nd Prayer----Zachary Rogers


Read Scripture---Malcolm Smith


Sermon-------Steven Tramell


Announcements----Joe Phillips


Closing Prayer---Jeff Lacquement 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Ryan Pink


Song Leader-------Rodee Bruns


2nd Prayer------Justin Douthitt


Read Scripture ---Jordan Huff


Sermon----Steven Tramell


Lord's Supper----Ken Gay


Announcements----Joe Phillips


Closing Prayer---Josh Green


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Steve Huff


 Invitation---Lloyd Jackson


 Closing Prayer---Tyler Davidson





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Michael Burke 770-889-8747


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














